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 Le Barge Ready to Sail 
into the Past

	 HSOSC members responded and our annual appeal  has so 
far gotten us about $4,000 closer to maintaining the shake cedar 
roof  on the historic Bidwell-Wood House. Site Manager Linda 
Garcia is assembling bids and the board will soon vote on the 
appropriate local company to handle the job of  immediate repairs. 
The consensus among experts is that we will need to replace the 
entire roof  in about two to five years at an approximate cost of  
$40,000. In the meantime, we will fix the leaks and shore up the 
worst parts of  the roof. A cedar shake single roof  is expensive and 
not particularly durable in this part of  Florida. It would be 
preferable to put on a metal roof  that is more cost efficient and 
hurricane resistant. Metal roofs were in use in 1882 (when the 
house was built) and your board is investigating the possibility of  
the City of  Sarasota allowing us to install one in the future. We will 
keep you posted.
 We had a lovely thing happen as a result of  our appeal to the 
community. Steven Sutter who owns Sutter Roofing Company, saw 
our letter (actually his wife showed it to him), and he came to the 
Bidwell-Wood House and donated $500 of  repairs, fixing the bad 
leak over the front porch. Our thanks to him. Volunteers continue 
to keep the roof  clean of  pine needles by crawling out of  the 
upstairs landing window with a leaf  blower. Every time some 
intrepid person does this, Linda Garcia closes her eyes. Preserving 
an old house isn’t for sissies. 

 Mark your calendar now for Sunday, March 11 or you’ll 
miss the boat on the most enjoyable history lesson you’ve ever 
had. Your HSOSC is organizing the 21st Le Barge History 
Cruise on Sunday, March 11 from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. aboard 
the comfortable Le Barge. Chairperson, once again, of  this 
hugely popular event is Brenda Lee Hickman.
	 Park your car at Marina Plaza and board the boat for a 
cruise back in time to learn from history expert/narrator Larry 

Kelleher just how Sarasota 
evolved from a tiny Indian 
fishing village to a Scottish 
colony to the home of  the 
Ringling Brothers Circus, 
and how developers and 
citizens  such as Bertha 
Palmer, Owen Burns, Powel 
Crosley and William and 

Marie Selby and later companies such as Arvida changed the 
look and the culture of  Southwest Florida.
 As Le Barge skims the coastline (going north or south 
depending on the weather that day), Larry Kelleher fills us in 
on the geographic and cultural evolution of  this part of  
Florida. Relax and enjoy this floating history lesson while 
enjoying refreshments and the company of  friends. Le Barge 
has tables and chairs on two levels in both covered and 
uncovered areas. Tickets are $40 for general admission and $50 
for VIP which allows early boarding and provides a 
complimentary beverage. Reservations are a must. Phone 
Linda Garcia at 364-9076.  

Annual Appeal Yields Funds to 
Start on Bidwell-Wood House  
Roof  Repair

Brenda Lee Hickman

Kate Holmes and 
Ken Goodman on 
Le Barge. Guests 
are welcome to 
bring cameras 
and binoculars.
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 Meetings & Events – Bring a 
Friend , Meet New People

Thank You to HSOSC Volunteers 
and Community Friends 

Monthly meetings of  the Historical Society are always an 
opportunity to learn new things about old times in this part 
of  Florida.  We gather on the second Tuesday of  the month 
at 7 p.m. at the Crocker Memorial Church. Refreshments 
are served and docent-led tours of  the Bidwell-Wood House 
are available an hour before the meeting.  And the Gift Shop 
is open.

Saturday, March 10: Trolley Tour.. $25. Sue Blue conducts 
a lively two-hour tour of  the downtown area. Reservations, 
364-9076.
Sunday, March 11: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. Le Barge cruise. Float 
back in time on Sarasota Bay with a history expert. Snacks 
and beverages on board. $40 and $50, (VIP) 364-9076.
Tuesday, March 13: Members meeting. Harold Bubil, real 
estate editor at the Herald-Tribune and an architecture 
instructor at USF leads a panel discussion.
Saturday, March 31: Trolley Tour. $25. Sue Blue conducts 
a lively and informal tour of  the downtown area revealing 
little-known facts about the people and events that shaped 
Sarasota. To reserve a seat on the trolley, call 364-9076.
Tuesday, April 10: Members meeting and concert by The 
Sarasota Earlye Musicke Consort under the direction of  
Charlotte Trautwein. They perform in historical costume and 
have been doing concerts in Sarasota for 25 years. 
Saturday, May 12: Annual Meeting & Potluck Picnic. This 
is a fun day of  socializing with friends, touring the property 
and voting on the slate of  officers for the coming term. 

      HSOSC thanks member Judy Alexander who organized 
and chaired a successful afternoon tea at the Bidwell-Wood 
House. Besides enjoying traditional tea cuisine and conversation, 
guests were treated to a viewing of  a Beacon Hill Victorian doll 
house assembled by Barry and Judy Alexander. The lively event 
raised nearly $1,000. 
 Bravo to new member Liz Jackson, who organized a “sold-
out” private tour of  Ca’ d’Zan with Curator Ron McCarty and 
lunch at Treviso, the Ringling Museum restaurant. Viola 

Goldberg continues to enrich the gardens at Pioneer Park  and 
she also serves on the HSOSC Advisory Board. We are grateful to 
Steven Sutter for his gift of  fixing the leak over the porch of  the 
Bidwell-Wood House. 
	 Margret Bering faithfully tends the flowers boxes and urns 
in Pioneer Park bringing color and beauty to the property. And 
our thanks to Alec Harding who restored and painted the 
garden benches and donated plants to the garden. Thanks to Sal 
Garcia who provides invaluable technical support at events. 

	 Area historian and author Sue Blue conducts Trolley Tours 
throughout the season and donates the proceeds from the ticket 
sales to HSOSC. She restored and still lives in the home her 
grandfather built in 1925. 
 The Historical Society received the wonderful gift of  an 
antique spinning wheel from Jen Helms. It’s installed in the 
upstairs adult bedroom in the Bidwell-Wood House.  

	

Wayne Bidwell, a descendent of  Alfred Bidwell visited the 
home of  his ancestor a few months ago and was given a 
guided tour of  the property by HSOSC docent Ed Orr. Mr. 
Bidwell lives in Hartford, Connecticut. 

Nancy Dunn, who 
owns an estate 
sale business 
based in Sarasota 
as well as a retail 
shop in Gulfgate 
Village, 
generously 
donated an 
antique oak 
pedestal table and 
several dining and 
occasional chairs 
to the Bidwell-
Wood House. The 
items are of  the 
period and finally 
complete the 
furnishing of  the 
room. .Come and 
see it all. 
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Oral History Project Capturing the 
Past by Interviewing and Taping Local 
Residents

Board of  Directors Changes

Dr. Greg Dickinson (right), new Treasurer of  HSOSC 
with Pete Esthus, who was the longest-serving 
Treasurer in the organization’s history. They are 
shown at a reception for the Advisory Board.

	 The recent resignation of  Board of  Directors 
Treasurer, Phil Stevens, led to the appointment of  Board 
Member Greg Dickinson to the post of  Treasurer by 
President Howard Rosenthal. Dr. Dickinson now signs 
checks and approves the monthly financial reports. Site 
Manager Linda Garcia continues to keep the books on a 
daily basis and formats the budget reports for the Board. 
When Dr. Dickinson accepted the Treasurer position, that 
left a vacancy on the Board. President Rosenthal asked 
HSOSC member and chair of  the Ordinary Historians 
project Hope Black to fill the slot. She accepted and is now 
a board member serving until the annual meeting in May, 
when she can be officially nominated and voted on for a 
formal term of  office. Mrs. Black has a Masters Degree in 
Florida History from the University of  South Florida and is 
particularly noted locally for her lectures on women in 
Florida history. 

Hope Black, Chair of  the Ordinary Historians, with Sarasota 
County Commissioner Carolyn Mason, who was videotaped in 
the dining room of  the Bidwell-Wood House for the HSOSC oral 
history project.

	 The Ordinary Historians are a volunteer group of  HSOSC 
members dedicated to capturing the memories and life experiences of 
people who were born and raised in Sarasota or who came here at an 
early age. This oral history project began nearly two years ago with a 
$500 grant from the Community Foundation of  Sarasota County to 
buy equipment. 
	 In the beginning local photographer Greg Wilson (who did the 
photographs for our two brochures) did the videotaping while the 
committee members learned how to conduct an interview for the 
camera. Members of  the committee are: Hope Black (chair), Marsha 
Fottler, Lynn Harding and Bill Watrous, who own a Sarasota video 
company and has been the technical expert on the committee. 
	 To date the Ordinary Historians have taped Pete Esthus, Bob 
Parker, Harriet Burns Stieff, Carolyn Mason and Lou Ann Palmer.. 
After each interview is completed and the videotape converted into a 
CD, copies are given to the interview subjects, the History Center and 
other historical organizations. Copies are also kept at HSOSC and 
anyone may view them. 
 The list of  potential subjects keeps growing as HSOSC members 
suggest interview subjects. If  you have someone to suggest, contact 
Marsha Fottler at fottler@verizon.net. and we’ll add that person to 
the list. And if  you want to become a member of  the Ordinary 
Historians committee, we welcome the participation.

Change in Membership Dues
 Annual HSOSC memberships used to run from 
January to January and those joining during the year had 
their membership pro rated. We are moving from this 
calendar year to member’s anniversary date. Thus, if  you 
join in the month of  March, you get a renewal notice the 
following March. Life membership is $300 and an annual 
single membership is $30. Renewing your membership helps 
insure that we all work together to preserve our historical 
heritage for future generations. Encourage others to join! 
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Board Members
Howard Rosenthal, President
Hans Johnsson, Vice President
JoRita Stevens, Secretary
Meade Ferguson, Corresponding Secretary
Greg Dickinson,Treasurer
Hope Black
Marsha Fottler
Linda Garcia, Site Manager
Lynn Harding
Jane Kirschner-Tuccillo
Chuck Resh
William Watrous

Advisory Board
Ken Abt
Pat and Judy Ball
Sue Blue
Pete Esthus
Viola Goldberg
Brenda Lee Hickman
Ann Moore
Veronica Morgan
Jim Nilon
Harriet Burns Stieff

Historical Society of  Sarasota County Membership Application

 
Name(s): ___________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: _____________________________________________________ 

Phone: _________________ Email: _____________________________________ 

Renewal: ___	  	  	  	  Volunteer special interests: _______________________________________ 

First time: ___ 

Individual, $30 __  Family, $50 ___  Corporate, $100 ___    Life, $300 ____     Donation, $_______ 

Checks are payable to the Historical Society of  Sarasota County. Mail to P.O. Box 1632, Sarasota 34230. The 
Historical Society of  Sarasota County is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) corporation.

Historical Society of Sarasota CountyP.O. Box 1632 • Sarasota, Florida 34230

The gift shop now takes credit cards. Browse this 
unique destination for locally-made art, craft items, 
jewelry, apparel and unusual gifts. Volunteer clerks 
always welcome. Call Linda at 364-9076 to sign up.


