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Historical Note:

Just another day in
Paradise...
March 25 1864: The U.S.
schooner Stonewall send a
landing party ashore near
Sarasota today. Finding
nothing suspicious, the men
returned to the ship. In the
afternoon, the Stonewall
anchored near fish houses on
the shore but soon withdrew
when nothing suspicious was
sighted.

History Day in the Park
Well, it was no walk in the park...but History Day in the Park was a rousing
success and introduced a lot of new people to the Historic Society! Over 80
vendors, exhibitors, entertainers and demonstrators intrigued and delighted
hundreds and hundreds of visitors. Thanks to our intrepid leader, Jane
Kirschner-Tuccillo, and countless volunteers, a wonderful time was had by
all at our day-long event in Phillippi Park on Sunday February 8. Everyone
was so enthusiastic that we’re planning a repeat in February 2010! Start
planning how you can participate! (To see these pictures in color, please
visit our web site at www.HSoSC.com and click on
Current Newsletter.)
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Rose Wilson, editor of
the Sarasota paper,
interviews the railroad
engineer who brought
the Keiths from
Chicago to Sarasota.

Old time Sarasota, in
the children’s fishing
contest, juxtaposed
against today’s
Sarasota.

Nothing like old-fashioned
popcorn out of an oldfashioned vehicle.
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Punch and Judy was a
hit with all ages.

Three generations of
Higels, an historic
Sarasota family, attended
History Day in the Park.

Dinner in the Mansion
guests included two
flappers!

Monthly Meeting

Out and About:

Tuesday Mar. 10, 7pm
The Tin Can Tourists presented by Forest and
Jeri Bone. Ever wonder why the Airstreams
come to Sarasota every February in the second
largest Rally in the Airstream RV Association?
It’s because of the historic Tin Can Tourists, first
organized in 1919. Free public event at the
Crocker Church just off Tamiami Trail at 1260
12th Street.

Last meeting: Two Sarasota
natives, siblings Cy Bispham
and Evy Bispham
Huntingdon, took us to
Sarasota Long Ago with
their family history
stretching back over 100
years in Sarasota and
Longboat Key. Back then, the rent on 100 acres
of dairy-cow grazing land around Proctor Road
and the Trail was a quart of fresh milk a day!

Talent in 15 minutes: A
watercolor portraitist does
her magic at History Day in
the Park.... while the artist’s
model couldn’t wait and
went to play on the swings.
Want a portrait of your
little one? Mary the Artist
will be at our Grand
Opening Day!

Theatre Odyssey presents Three by Three in our
Crocker Church Feb 27 &28 and March 1, 6, 7 &
8. See http://theatreodyssey.org/ for details.
2009 dues are due now. HSoSC dues are based
on the calendar year. If you joined the HSoSC
after August 1 2008, you are paid in full until
January 2010. Please note that we now have a
new category of Family Membership at the
special request of members. Many thanks.
Keep an eye out for... Furnishings large and
small that might fit in with the Bidwell-Wood
House and the Crocker Church. We’ll have more
information coming soon, so don’t pass up any
deals at garage sales!
The Crocker Church gets tube time. Click or go
to http://tinyurl.com/bb3j4s for the
Mysuncoast.com story about our building’s
adaptive reuse.

More History Happenings:
Heritage Days at the South Florida Museum
Saturday, Mar. 7 201 10th St West, Bradenton
http://www.southfloridamuseum.org
Try your hand at cracking a whip (that's how "crackers" got
their name), learn from a pro how to rope a steer, and see
what cracker children did for fun. Free admission to the
plaza, half price admission to visit the pioneer cabin in our
Pine Uplands exhibit and the rest of the museum.

Docent Training. Always wanted to share the
story of our two buildings with visitors? Willing
to attend classes to polish skills and knowledge,
and to devote a shift a week in season, less often
in summer, to educating and entertaining the
public? Let Kate at sarasotakate@yahoo.com
know you’re considering it, and we’ll get back to
you as soon as possible. Please use HSoSC
docent in your email’s subject line to assure
delivery. No email? Call 921-5830.

CALE#DAR OF EVE#TS
Saturday March 14

Grand Opening Day
at the Bidwell-Wood House and the Crocker
Church. From 10 to 4, enjoy booths, art, music
and explore our buildings. Dedication ceremony
at 11:30 am.
Local authors Kim Cool and Stan Zimmerman,
Margret Bering and other artists will be there exhibiting
their creations and they’d love to chat with you. Get your
or your child’s face painted...or get a watercolor portrait of
your child while you wait. Nature prints for sale, weaving
and spinning demonstrations, antique radios and possibly
even antique engines.
The Sarasota Military Academy Drummers will
perform in the morning and the John Howard Band and
Campfire Prodigy will be jamming on the porch in the
afternoon. Nealski's BBQ will be there with their famous
ribs and chicken. See it all, have lunch, then take the
trolley on a tour of Historic Downtown Sarasota (see below
for reservations phone number to reserve your spot.)

It’ll be a real down-home Florida party
for the introduction of the beginnings of our
Sarasota Museum of History!
Mar. 14 10am til 12 noon
AD SPECIAL EXTRA OPPORTUITY:
Grand Opening Day afternoon tour, 1 to 3pm

Historic Downtown Sarasota
Trolley Tour
Join Sarasota Native, Sue Blue on her narrated
Trolley Tours filled with stories of history and
rumor about Sarasota through the years. A
delightful way to entertain Snow Bird guests or
learn more about your town.
Depart from/return to Pioneer Park on 12th St.
just off Tamiami Trail. Free parking. $25.00 per
person. Call Brenda Lee for reservations 9219392. Also available on April 4
Saturday, Mar. 21, 2009 9am-4pm

Historic Thursday Outing: it’s
on a Saturday this month
Our “Historic Thursday” this month is on a
Saturday so everyone can join us in this special

bus Tour to Ybor City for the Cigar City Mafia,
a walking tour of historic sites. The tour will be
led by author Scott Deitch, whose book Cigar
City Mafia reveals the secrets of Tampa’s
organized crime history. Tour includes bus
transportation from Pioneer Park, walking tour,
and lunch at the historic original Columbia
Restaurant (that building alone is worth the
trip!) Cost: $56 members; $66 non-members and
guests. Reservations jane@jaskdesigns.com
April 4 10am til 12 noon

Historic Downtown Sarasota
Trolley Tour See Mar. 14 Last tour of the
season: don’t miss it.
Tues. April 14 7pm

Monthly Meeting

Rosemary Cemetery,
presented by Judy Ball and Debbie Dart.
Rosemary Cemetery was set aside by the
promoters of the ill-fated Ormiston Colony in
1886. Early families with members interred here
include Abbe, Browning, Burns, Grantham,
Cunliff, Halton, Higel, Pelot and Colson, among
others. Free public event at the Crocker Church
just off Tamiami Trail at 1260 12th Street.
May

Our Annual Pioneer Park
PotLuck Picnic
Start planning to wow your fellow members..

Who Forgot the Cake?
February 23 , 1843
Luke A. Wood was
born in
Woonsocket, Rhode
Island. His home
(the Bidwell4Wood
House) is now the

oldest home in
Sarasota

...and the newest historic attraction!

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF SARASOTA COUNTY
P0 BOX 1632
SARASOTA, FLORIDA 34230

Saturday March 14

Grand Opening
of the Bidwell-Wood House
and the Crocker Church.
From 10 to 4, enjoy booths,
art, BBQ, music and see our
buildings! Dedication
ceremony at 11:30 am.
Trolley tours at 10am and 1pm
Have you Renewed?
Membership in HSoSC is by
calendar year. If you haven’t
renewed yet, please do.
We appreciate your support
and participation.

Historical Society of Sarasota County Membership Form

(Memberships are based on calendar year - ew memberships after Aug. 1 2008 are valid through 2009)

Name ____________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________
City / State / Zip ___________________________________________________
Phone__________________ Email _______________@____________________
Are you renewing ‘ or joining for the first time ‘ ?

‘ Individual $25
‘ Family $40

I am joining as
‘ Corporate $100
‘ Life Membership $250

Make checks payable to The Historical Society of Sarasota County and send to:
P.O. Box 1632 Sarasota, Florida 34230 . Thank you.
The Historical Society of Sarasota County is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) corporation

