
	 	 	

History Day In The Park Expands To Three Days
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	 History Day In The Park 2010 is being expanded to 
three full days and includes a premier antiques show, sale 
and appraisal opportunities as well as special events and 
activities for the whole family related to the Bertha 
Palmer 2010 Centennial Year. 
	 It all takes place at the Phillippi Estate Park, 5500 S. 
Tamiami Trail, Sarasota on January 29, 30, and 31, 2010 
from 10 a.m. till 4 p.m. daily. This second annual event is 
organized and produced by your Historical Society of  
Sarasota County in concert with Sarasota County Parks 
and Recreation as a fundraiser, a friend-raiser and to 
increase public awareness of  the rich historical heritage 
of  Sarasota County and the State of  Florida. 
 On January 29, 30 and 31 the gracious Edson Keith 
mansion will be transformed into a glamorous antiques 
gallery with displays of  antique furniture, art and home 
accessories skillfully arranged throughout the rooms as 
well as in tents on the grounds. Admission to the show 
and sale is $5.00. Here’s a chance to experience cultural 
history through the everyday objects that homeowners 
surrounded themselves with in times past. 
	 Public appraisal sessions take place on Friday and 
Saturday only ($10 per item, three-item limit) with four 
experts from the popular PBS television program that has  
made us all so aware of  both the cultural and monetary 
value of  antiques. Lunch at the Terrace Cafe will be 
provided by Zest.
 On Sunday, January 31, Phillippi Park becomes the 
site of  a celebration of  our local heritage with live music, 
food, craft demonstrations, games and shopping 
opportunities as artisan-vendors display and sell items. 
You’ll encounter historical personalities in costume. 
Authors will sign books. 
	 The day-long history event also serves as our 
HSOSC kick-off  of  the county-wide Bertha Palmer 2010 
Sarasota Centennial. Admission is just $5.00 a carload on 
Sunday,  January 31.  
 Come for the antiques. Come for the family fun. 
Come to learn about Sarasota’s rich past while having a 
grand time in the sunshine.

 Hans Johnsson (HSOSC Board Member) is our point person for 
the year-long celebration of  Bertha Honore Palmer (1849-1918), who 
first came to this part of  Florida in February, 1910 from Chicago where 
she was already famous as a glamorous socialite and outspoken civic 
leader. Palmer, a widow, fell in love with the Sarasota area and 
purchased 90,000 acres of  land encompassing much of  present Sarasota 
County south of  Bee Ridge Road and out to Myakka. She built a lavish 
home at what is now The Oaks gated community and  became Sarasota 
County’s most famous (and chic) pioneer woman, exerting her 
considerable business acumen and using her fortune to influence local 
advances in cattle ranching, citrus farming, tourism, gardening, the arts 
and development. 
 This year-long celebration of  Bertha Palmer in Florida takes the 
form of  self-supporting community events organized by Sarasota 
County government, women’s organizations, historical associations, arts 
groups, literary societies, garden clubs, civic organizations, music and 
theater groups, firefighters, and more. Watch this newsletter for a 
month-by-month schedule of  some of  the events and plan to be a part 
of  the biggest celebration of  Sarasota’s history ever.

(Photo of  Bertha Palmer supplied by Sarasota County History Center) 

Historical Society of  Sarasota County
1260 12th Street, Sarasota

(between Coconut Avenue and Tamiami Trail)
Hours of  Operation

Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. or by appointment
Bidwell-Wood House

Crocker Memorial Church
Gift Shop

To schedule a docent-led tour, call 364-9076.
To inquire about facilities rentals, 

call Linda Garcia at 364-9076.
For special events on the property, see calendar inside.

http://www.hsosc.com
http://www.hsosc.com
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Le Barge Raises 
Awareness and 
Funds for HSOSC

	 Brenda Lee Hickman organized 
and produced another successful Le 
Barge History Tour the first Sunday in 
November when approximately 125 
guests boarded the boat at Marina Jack 
to enjoy brunch and a two-hour guided 
tour by John McCarthy, Director of  
Parks and Recreation, Sarasota County. 
	 The sun was warm, the skies were 
blue and the breeze felt good as the 
boat glided along the shoreline of  
Sarasota Bay while John recounted the 
history of  this area from the time of  
Indian settlements to the present day.
 The event enriched the coffers of  
our organization and it made new 
friends for our Historical Society while 
providing a pleasant reason for old 
friends and longtime members to gather 
for one of  the area’s most popular 
events. If  you missed the cruise, mark 
your calendar for next November. It’s a 
great way to introduce newcomers to 
our area. 

Cathy Ciccolella, Sue Michel and 
Mary Anne Servian celebrated 
Cathy’s birthday on the Le Barge 
cruise.

David, Megan and Pam Philbin of  
Lakewood Ranch enjoy family time on 
the cruise. It was Megan’s first Le 
Barge experience and a return trip for 
her parents.

As always, John McCarthy provided 
entertainment and fascinating 
information with his witty delivery.

Pioneer Day 
Celebrates Heritage 
Crafts
 Pioneer Day on November 14 was 
a chance for the community to come 
to the Historical Society properties on 
12th Street to enjoy a bit of  life the 
way it was in the 1880’s in Sarasota.  
The new Gift Shop officially opened. 
There was music, dance, craft 
demonstrations, delicious barbecue 
and wonderful displays of  art. Pioneer 
Day is the kind of  event that fulfills 
our HSOSC mission to increase public 
awareness of  the rich historical 
heritage of  Sarasota County.

Pine needle baskets by Ingrid 
Towles and Karin Mehlhorn.

Cindy and Garry Walter of  Olde 
Tyme Arts and Crafts show how it’s 
done at Pioneer Day on the Crocker 
Church front lawn.

Brenda Lee Hickman has been the 
coordinator of the Le Barge history 
cruise for the past 10 years.



SARASOTA TIMES II! PAGE3

 It’s that time of  
year, membership 
renewal. We have 
so many 
worthwhile events  
on the schedule, 
that I know 

members at HSOSC get as much 
as they give. Besides renewing, 
please take the time to invite your 
friends to join our organization 
and to get involved in the many 
volunteer opportunities available 
at the Crocker Memorial Church, 
the Bidwell-Wood House, the Gift 
Shop and the grounds. And do 
consider a LIFE membership to 
demonstrate the ultimate 
commitment to preserving and 
promoting Sarasota’s rich history.
	 Thanks to Sal Garcia, of  
Omni Band, who had our honky-
tonk piano tuned by David Braun 
(who tunes for Van Wezel and the 
Opera). Also, thanks to Janet 
Gibb for the donation of  a lovely 
period lamp. 
	 Arnie Berns has resigned as 
executive director, but we are 
moving ahead with Linda Garcia 
as interim Site Manager until we 
begin the process of  hiring a 
permanent Site Manager.
	 We need volunteers for the 
Gift Shop, for History Day in the 
Park, the Antiques Show. We also 
need more docents.   
	 We need a Volunteers 
Schedule Chairperson, someone 
who is detail oriented, good on 
the phone and adept at email. 
The Schedule Chairperson tracks 
volunteer jobs, hours and 
participants. This record is crucial 
when we apply for grants. 
	 Come help us grow. I promise 
it will enrich your life.

    Time to Renew Memberships and Encourage Others to Join
By Jane Kirschner-Tuccillo, HSOSC Board President

Events Calendar

	

	

Jan. 12: Membership meeting, 
Crocker Memorial Church, 7 p.m. 
Sally Sexton Kalmbach, author of  The 
Jewel of  the Gold Coast. This lecture and 
book signing event is part of  the 
Bertha Palmer 2010 Sarasota 
Centennial.

Jan.16: Historic Downtown Trolley 
Tour, a two-hour trip through time 
with historian/guide Sue Blue. From 
10 a.m. - noon. Tour begins and ends 
at Crocker Church. $25. 365-5204.

Jan. 16: Make a berry basket with  
teacher, Nancy Weeks from 9-4.  Back 
Porch of  the Bidwell-Wood House. 
Bring lunch, flat-edged, small 
screwdriver, scissors and clothes pins. 
$65.00 per person, weaving supplies 
included.

Jan.28: Antiques Show Preview Party. 
$50 per person. Enjoy supper-by-the-
bite while you browse the antiques, talk 
to experts and shop. Call Brenda Lee 
Hickman for reservations, 921-9392 or 
do it online at 
Brendaleehickman@comcast.net

Jan. 29, 30, 31:  Three-day antiques 
show at Phillippi Estate Park from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. $5.00. Quality vendors 
from across the country. Appraisals 
Friday and Saturday ($10 per item, 
three-item limit). Lunch available at 
the Terrace Cafe. 

 Jan. 31: History Day in the Park II 
at Phillippi Estate Park from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday. Kick-off  
of  the Bertha Palmer Centennial 
Celebration. Arts and crafts, flea 
market, books and authors, live 
music, kids’ activities, food and 
drink. Admission is $5.00 per 
carload.

Feb. 6: Historic Downtown Trolley 
Tour, a two-hour trip through time 
with historian/guide Sue Blue. 
From10 a.m. - noon. Trolley Tour 
begins and ends at Crocker Church. 
$25. Call 365-5204.

Feb. 9: Membership 
meeting.“Transforming an Historic 
Site into a Museum,” lecture by 
Linda Mansperger, Executive 
Director, Historic Spanish Point. 7 
p.m. at the Crocker Church.

Feb. 20: Historic Downtown 
Trolley Tour. 10 a.m. - noon with 
Sue Blue. $25. Call 365-5204. 

Hans Johnsson, HSOSC Board 
Member, initiator and coordinator for 
Bertha Palmer Centennial Year. 

Class starts for new docents, 
mid-January. Contact Howard 
Rosenthal at rosesota@verizon 
for details.

mailto:Brendaleehickman@comcast.net
mailto:Brendaleehickman@comcast.net


Historical Society of Sarasota County
Board Members

Jane Kirschner-Tuccillo, President
Linda Garcia, Site/Gift Shop Manager
William Watrous, Vice President
Rev. Jim Nilon, Secretary
Meade Ferguson, Corresponding Secretary
George “Pete” Esthus, Treasurer
Ramsey Frangie, At Large 
Brenda Lee Hickman, Reservations Coordinator
Hans Johnsson, Bertha Palmer Year Coordinator
Joann Lowe, Refreshments Coordinator
Howard Rosenthal, Docent Coordinator
Gayle Williams, Publicity Coordinator
Marsha Fottler, Newsletter Editor

www.hsosc.com

Historical Society of  Sarasota County 
Membership Application

(renewals due now)

 (Memberships are based on calendar year. New memberships after August 1, 2010 are valid through 2011.)
 
Name(s): ___________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: _____________________________________________________ 

Phone: _________________ Email: _____________________________________ 

Renewal: ___	 	 	 	  Volunteer special interests: _______________________________________ 

First time: ___ 

Individual, $25 __  Family, $40 ___  Corporate, $100 ___    Life, $250 ____     Donation, $_______ 

Checks are payable to the Historical Society of  Sarasota County. Mail to P.O. Box 1632, Sarasota 34230. The 
Historical Society of  Sarasota County is a not-for-profit 501 (c)(3)corporation.

Historical Society of Sarasota CountyP.O. Box 1632 • Sarasota, Florida 34230
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