
	 	 	

Annual Meeting, Potluck 
Picnic Set For May 15
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 It’s time to elect new board members and to 

celebrate accomplishments at the Historical Society  
with a short business meeting and volunteer 

recognition ceremony followed by a festive potluck 

picnic on the front porch of  the Bidwell-Wood 
House. 

	 It happens on Saturday, May 15 from 11:30 
a.m. until 2:30 p.m. It begins with a business 
meting and volunteer appreciation ceremony in the 

Crocker Memorial Church presided over by Board 

President, Jane Kirschner-Tuccillo. 
	 Two board members, Ramsey Frangie and 

Joann Lowe are transitioning off  the board and in 
nomination for those two positions are Ashley Grant 

and Phil Stevens. Terms are not yet up for the 

remaining board members. 
	 After the meeting everyone will gather on the 

porch of  the Bidwell-Wood House for a potluck 
picnic. HSOSC provides platters of  fried chicken, 

beverages and tableware.

 Members are asked to bring  side dishes that 
serve 10 to share – appetizer, casserole, salad or 

dessert. All members and their families are 
encouraged to come.

 May 15 is your last opportunity to stock up on 

specialty items from our Gift Shop. It’s closing for 
the summer, so bring cash or your check book to the 

annual meeting. And bring a friend who would like 
to get involved in one of  our many ongoing 

preservation projects, craft classes or yard work 

initiatives. 
 Yes, there’s something here at your Historical 

Society for everyone and we don’t slow down in the 
summer.

HSOSC Receives Grant From 
Founders Garden Club

	 The Historical Society of  Sarasota County has received a 

$2,500 grant from the Community Projects Committee of   
Founders Garden Club to fund hardscape, irrigation and plant 

material for the front of  the Bidwell-Wood House. Additionally, 

the Founders Garden Club is giving the Historical Society a 
rain barrel. Working on the initial phase of  the project at the 

Historical Society are volunteers Margret Bering, Ramsey 
Frangie, Harriet Burns Stieff, Marsha Fottler and Phil Stevens.  

Work will begin this summer.

 The committee will be using the heritage bricks salvaged 
from the Seaboard Airline Railroad Station that used to be at 

Main Street and Lemon Avenue in Sarasota. Board Member 
Pete Esthus and six members of  his family had the foresight 

(and energy!) to rescue the 1,500 bricks from the Florida 

Avenue location of  the Bidwell-Wood House and Crocker 
Memorial Church in 2006 when the buildings were being 

moved to Pioneer Park. “We’ll extend the brick landing in front 

of  the Bidwell-Wood House into a pathway to the parking 
area,” said Phil Stevens, “and that hardscape will be the 

backbone of  our garden site plan.” 
	 These bricks can be engraved for a $100 donation to the 

Historical Society and many of  them already have been. 

Remember a loved one or proudly link your family name with 
the history of  Sarasota by an inscription on one of  these 

heritage bricks. See Linda Garcia to buy a signature brick.
 “As for plants, we’ll make every effort to select Florida-

friendly specimens, hopefully even some plants that might have 

been on a Sarasota residential property in the late 1800s,” 
continued Stevens.  

	 Phase two of  the project, the actual installation, will be an 
opportunity for HSOSC home gardeners to bring their tools 

and dig in.
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Neil Bass of  
Mr. Sandless 
(wood floor 
refinisher) 
recently 
completed the 
transformation 
of  the heart 
pine floor in the 
Crocker 
Memorial 

Church. This volunteer project 
represents $1,700 of  labor and 
products that Mr. Bass donated to the 
Historical Society. And he reached out 
to us to initiate the project!
 “At the beginning of  last year I 
made a promise to myself  to do more 
to give back to the community,” said 
Bass. “I’ve lived here 32 years and 
Sarasota has been good to me and my 
family. I’ve known about the Bidwell-
Wood House and the Crocker 
Memorial Church for a long time and I 
decided that I could be useful by 
offering to do some work on the floor 
which needed help. I started with the 
church and I think that floor really 
came out well. I’m proud of  what my 
company was able to do and I enjoyed 
the volunteer work. It’s a good feeling 
to make your community better.”
 The rich sheen of  the floor in the 
Crocker Memorial Church certainly 
stands out in the Historical Society’s 
new wedding brochure which is 
targeted to area wedding planners, 
florists, caterers, musicians and owners 
of  bridal apparel retail stores. 
 “The church building is steadily 
gaining in popularity as a wedding 
venue,” said Linda Garcia, HSOSC 
Site Manager. “It’s the perfect place for 
an intimate ceremony since the church 
can hold about 100. And guests can 
gather on the porches of  the Bidwell-

Wood House before and after the 
ceremony. Of  course, photo 
opportunities are plentiful. Our hope is 
that the brochure lets lots of  new 
people know they can rent the church 
for a very special wedding day.”

_________________________
	

Refinished floor in the Crocker Memorial 
Church sure to bring in new business

Historical Society of  Sarasota County
1260 12th Street, Sarasota

(between Coconut Avenue and Tamiami Trail)

HOURS OF OPERATION
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Friday 10-3 or by appointment for 

Bidwell-Wood House and Crocker Memorial Church

To schedule a docent-led tour, call 364-9076.
To inquire about facilities rentals, call Linda Garcia at 364-9076.

Deborah Walk (left), Tibbals 
Curator of  the Ringling Circus 
Museum  was the featured 
speaker at our last members’ 
meeting. Her fascinating lecture 
and slide show were especially 
enjoyed by Patricia Ringling 
Buck, a Sarasota-based author 
and grandniece of  John Ringling. 
Buck has written extensively 
about the Ringling family.

At a recent members’ meeting, 
author Sally Kalmbach (far 
right) presented an engaging 
program on Bertha Palmer and 
her social and civic life in 
Chicago before she came to 
Sarasota in 1910. Shown with 
Kalmbach are Jane Kirschner-
Tucccillo, President of  the 
HSOSC  Board, and Board 
Member Hans Johnsson, Bertha 
Palmer Year Coordinator for 
Sarasota County. 

The front yard of  the Bidwell-
Wood House is scheduled for a 
makeover this summer. 
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Board Member and Docent 
Coordinator Howard 
Rosenthal has been busy all 
season building up the corps of  
docents who are qualified to lead 
tours through the Bidwell-Wood 
House and the Crocker Memorial 
Church. 
	 These tours are routinely 
booked by civic and social groups 
in the area as well as by tourists 
and by recent arrivals to Sarasota. 
Tours are also available to 
HSOSC members an hour before 
every members meeting during 
season.
	 Current docents are Howard 
Rosenthal, Kathryn Chesley, 
Marsha Fottler, Kate Holmes, Ed 
and Loraine Orr. Those in 
training are W.T. (Ted) Bell, Jr., 
Cindy Guest, Mary Powers-Boss, 
and Harriet Burns Stieff.

	
Our HSOSC Gift Shop earned 
the net amount of  $1,600 since it 
opened last November. The shop 
has been a showcase for the work 
of  about 25 local gifted artisans. 
The shop closes in May but will 
reopen again next fall. We always 
need volunteers to staff  the gift 
shop. 

Summertime Opportunities for Volunteers

Volunteer 
Opportunities and 

Our Thanks

     When you give volunteer hours to 
your Historical Society be sure to tally 
them up and turn in that number to 
Linda Garcia at 364-9076 or e-mail 
her at hsosc@yahoo.com  so that she 
can enter your participation into the 
volunteer log. Keeping track of  
volunteer hours is important, especially 
when we apply for certain grants. 
Every hour that you give to the 
Historical Society could help translate 
into funding for special projects.

     Our thanks to Renee Phinney and 
the graphic design team at Spotlight 
Graphics who supplied the art 
direction for our wedding brochure as 
a gift-in-kind.  The staffers were full of  
great ideas that turned our intention to 
advertise the Crocker Memorial 
Church for weddings into a viable 
marketing tool. We’re confident that 
the brochure will appeal to engaged 
couples and to professionals who guide 
the wedding planning process.

     Thanks to our building and 
grounds supervisor Ramsey Frangie 
for his continuing work on the church 
and the house. Wooden structures 
require constant care and Ramsey 
catches small maintenance problems 
and fixes them averting disaster and 
big bills. He’s an amazing volunteer 
and we are lucky to have his 
construction expertise.

   
      

Super volunteers Kate Holmes 
(left) and Margaret Bering. Kate is  
a docent, editor of  the Constant 
Contact members e-bulletin and she 
turns up to help at every HSOSC 
event, sometimes in period costume. 
Margaret Bering (a noted watercolor 
artist whose paintings are for sale in 
the gift shop) is the Historical 
Society’s chief  gardener. She supplies 
the flowers and maintains the 
window boxes at the Bidwell-Wood 
House and the beautiful pots on the 
porch of  the Crocker Memorial 
Church. She waters, weeds, prunes, 
grooms and is tireless in her devotion 
to the property.

 Sign up now for our big annual 
fundraiser, History Day in the Park 
and the two-day Antiques  Show, 
Sale & Appraisal Days February 18, 
19, 20, 2011. There are a dozen 
committee positions  that need 
c h a i r m e n a n d w o r k e r s – 
assignments ranging from Signage 
or Parking to Publicity or Vendors. 
This  event is  a critical funding 
source for your Historical Society.  
Ask Linda Garcia for the list of 
committees and pick yours early. 

mailto:hsosc@yahoo.com
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Historical Society of Sarasota County
Board Members

Jane Kirschner-Tuccillo, President
Linda Garcia, Site/Gift Shop Manager
William Watrous, Vice President
Rev. Jim Nilon, Secretary
Meade Ferguson, Corresponding Secretary
George “Pete” Esthus, Treasurer

Ramsey Frangie 
Brenda Lee Hickman
Hans Johnsson
Joann Lowe
Howard Rosenthal
Gayle Williams
Marsha Fottler
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Historical Society of  Sarasota County 
Membership Application

 (Memberships are based on calendar year. New memberships after August 1, 2010 are valid through 2011.)
 
Name(s): ___________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: _____________________________________________________ 

Phone: _________________ Email: _____________________________________ 

Renewal: ___	  	  	  	  Volunteer special interests: _______________________________________ 

First time: ___ 

Individual, $25 __  Family, $40 ___  Corporate, $100 ___    Life, $250 ____     Donation, $_______ 

Checks are payable to the Historical Society of  Sarasota County. Mail to P.O. Box 1632, Sarasota 34230. The 
Historical Society of  Sarasota County is a not-for-profit 501 (c)(3)corporation.

Historical Society of Sarasota CountyP.O. Box 1632 • Sarasota, Florida 34230
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