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Painting the Crocker
Memorial Church

(Photo by Phil Stevens)

Thanks to wonderful friends who care about
historic preservation in our community, plans are going
forward to repair, clean, prepare and paint the Crocker
Memorial Church this spring. The work will be
accomplished in stages by a combination of paid
expertise and volunteer labor.
Our recent appeal letter brought in nearly $2,000
toward the project. We are still collecting donations,
just mail yours to: HSOSC, Box 1632, Sarasota, 34230.
We are proud to acknowledge the following
contributors: Violet Allen, Cynthia Anthony, Sue Blue,
Faith Boyle, John Calhoun, Barbara Calvert, Theodore
Cover, Frank DeNave, Meade and Art Ferguson,
Marsha and Robert Fottler.
Judi Gallagher, Viola Goldberg, Scott Fitzgerald,
Debbie and Don Harvey, Richard Hill, Margaret
Hoffman, Donald Hughes, Drs. Mary and Allen Jelks,
Stanton Jones, Daniel Kennedy, Jane KirschnerTuccillo, Norma Kwenski, Joann Lowe, Margaret
Markman, Natalie McCulloch.
Vinnie and Judy McShane, Virginia Mermin,
Thomas McFate, Donn and Barbara Osmon, Charles
Resh, Elizabeth M. Ribble, Patricia Schemm, Jan and
Don Smally, Augusta and Phil Stevens, Dee and
Charles Stottlemyer, Greg Tucci, Elizabeth Wildhack.

www.hsosc.com

Cruise Back in Time on the
Le Barge with HSOSC
It’s a tradition at HSOSC
and thanks to Brenda Lee
Hickman, the last Le Barge cruise
was a sell out. This narrated
historical boat tour transports
guests back in time to Sarasota’s
earliest days. The next one is
Sunday, March 6, 2011.
Refreshments are provided.
The boat leaves from Marina Jack
at 11 a.m. and returns two hours
Larry Kelleher is your guide.
later. Reservations are essential.
$40, general admission; $50 for
VIP package. The VIP package includes early boarding (which means
a chance to snag a table and good seats) and a complimentary
beverage at the bar.
Tour guide for this cruise is Larry Kelleher, who is the Managing
Editor of Sarasota History Alive! Web site. Larry also conducts a popular
tour experience called the Saints and Sinners Tour. Larry is a native
of Sarasota and says he vividly recalls
the idyllic times when this part of
Florida was truly a natural paradise.
Elements of that time are still here.
As Le Barge drifts away from the
dock and starts its leisurely cruise along
the shoreline of Sarasota Bay, Larry
will bring us back to the time of early
settlement in this region, coaxing
us to the present. “I want people who
take the boat cruise to go home with an
Lee Gaines
understanding that Sarasota is like no other place in Florida,” said
Larry. “It’s full of hidden treasures and fascinating people.”
Joining Larry on the tour is Lee Gaines, a native of Boca Grande.
On the tour, he will speak to the extension of the tour being enjoyed
by guests who have smart phones, a history lesson in the palm of the
hand. Lee explains it all on board.
Call tour organizer Brenda Lee Hickman at 921-9392 or contact
her via email at: brendaleehickman@comcast.net.
Bring friends and family, it’s a lovely outing and an opportunity to
get to know Sarasota better.
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Here is What’s Happening at Your Historical
Society – Be Part of Everything!
Membership meetings are in the
Crocker Memorial Church and begin
at 7 p.m. Refreshments provided. Gift
Shop open 6-7 p.m. Public welcome.
Tuesday, Feb. 8, 2011: Vickie Oldham,
“Looking for Angola,” a film about a
colony of formerly enslaved Africans
and Seminole Indians that flourished in
the early 1800s on the Manatee River.
Tuesday, March 8, 2011: Gene
Vaccaro, “Warm Mineral Springs.”
Tuesday, April 12, 2011: Jeff LaHurd,
“Stand Up Historian.”

Watercolor Journaling
Due to the popularity of her last
classes, Lucinda Hathaway has agreed
to conduct another class that teaches
journaling through the medium of
watercolor painting. You might think
you have no talent and can’t do it, but
Lucinda will prove you wrong and
you’ll love the result. Take her class on
Tuesday, March 15, from 9 a.m. until
Noon on the back porch of the BidwellWood House. $25. This might be a
lovely birthday gift to someone special
in your family.
.

Watercolor and More
This class is a new and refreshing
approach to painting. Fridays from
9:30-12:30. $20 per class. Feb.11, 25;
March 4, 11, 18, 25. Call Maggie at
343-0430 or MNEvens@verizon.net.

Braided Rug Class
Want to learn to make an
attractive rug? Come to the back porch
of the Bidwell-Wood house and bring
$5 per class on Feb. 9, 15, and 22.

Saturday, May 15, 2011: 11 a.m.
Annual Membership Meeting & Picnic
on the Bidwell -Wood House porch.

Historic Trolley Tours
These lively Saturday tours of historic
downtown Sarasota depart from the
Crocker Memorial Church at 10 a.m.
and return at noon. Your guide is Sue
Blue, a popular author and expert on
local history. Tours are $25 per person
and the dates are Feb. 12 and March
12. For advance reservations, call Sue
Blue at 365-5204 or write her at:
suejayblue@aol.com.

Historic Bus Tours
Historic Fort Myers, Feb. 24, 8:30
a.m. - 5 p.m.; and Historic Village,
Largo, March 24, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. All
tours involve much walking. To reserve,
call tour organizer Judy Alexander at
376-2663 or email her at:
Judyalex1@aol.com

Board member Hans Johnsson receives accolades from HSOSC
president Jane Kirschner-Tuccillo for organizing the Bertha Palmer
Centennial which featured 250 great events. Great job, Hans!

Historical Society of Sarasota County
1260 12th Street, Sarasota
(between Cocoanut Avenue and Tamiami Trail)
HOURS OF OPERATION
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Friday 10-3 or by appointment for
Bidwell-Wood House and Crocker Memorial Church
To schedule a docent-led tour, call 364-9076.
To inquire about facilities rentals, call Linda Garcia at 364-9076.
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Appraisers Are Coming… Antiques, Music, Crafts, Food
Clean out the attic, open those boxes
in the back of your closets, make this the
weekend you organize the garage. Why?
Nationally recognized antiques appraisers
will be in town in February for a two-day
appraisal clinic that is part of a festive
weekend that celebrates the history of
beautiful antiques, February 18-20, 2011
from 10 a.m. till 4 p.m. on Friday and
Saturday and on Sunday from noon - 4
p.m. at the Phillippi Estate Park, 5500 S.
Tamiami Trail.
Entrance fee is $10 per carload. There
is an additional charge for the appraisal
service.
Appraisers from a famous PBS
television show you all know and love,
Lark Mason, Nan Chisholm and
Greg Kuharic will join local expert
Bruce Crissy of Crissy Galleries in
Sarasota in advising people about what
their heirloom items might be worth as
well as supplying general history about
paintings, furniture, jewelry, silver, china,
and objects d’art such as vases, bronze
table top sculptures, ceramics and
interesting family oddities you may have
lurking about.
Do not bring guns, coins, stamps, toys
or dolls.
The appraisal clinic takes place on
Friday and Saturday only, from 10 a.m.
until 4 p.m. Each person is invited to
bring a maximum of three items to be
appraised at $10 each.
The four appraisers will be stationed
in a tent on the grounds of Phillippi
Estate Park. Special volunteers under the
director of antiques expert Ron McCarty
(of the Ringling Museum) will direct
people to the correct appraiser depending
upon objects they bring for inspection.

Is this family heirloom
worth anything beyond
sentimental value?
The owner will have to ask
one of the nationally
renowned appraisers coming
to the HSOSC Antiques Show,
Sale and Appraisal Event.
Appraisals take place on
Friday, Feb. 18 and Saturday,
Feb. 19 only from 10 a.m. until
4 p.m. at Phillippi Estate
Park. Three items per person
is the limit, $10 per item.

“The appraisal part of the weekend is for two days only, but guests will be able to
browse rooms inside the Edson Keith Mansion and tents on the grounds for three full
days, Friday, Saturday and Sunday and perhaps go home with some gorgeous items,”
said Jane Kirschner-Tuccillo, Chair of the event.
“We have dealers coming from all over the country with furniture, art, jewelry, silver,
china and glassware – all manner of beautiful things,” continued Jane. “This is our
second year for this fabulous event and I expect the turnout to be strong. On Saturday
and Sunday, in addition to the antiques show, we’ll have a flea market, heritage craft
demonstrations, antique cars, food and live music – a terrific time for all.”
It’s not too late to be a part of this important fundraiser. It takes a an army of
organized volunteers to make this event a success. Please volunteer to work one or all the
days of the Antiques Show, Sale and Appraisal Event. Help is needed for parking,
signage, food, traffic control and more. The HSOSC Gift Shop will have a presence and
we need volunteers to work the the Gift Shop all weekend. You’ll learn a lot, meet new
people and have a lot of fun for a great cause because proceeds from the weekend
benefit the Historical Society as we care for the Bidwell-Wood House and the Crocker
Memorial Church.

Antiques Show & Sale, Appraisal Event
Feb. 18, 19, 20,2011, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. (Sunday, noon- 4 p.m)
$10 per carload
Appraisals, only Friday, Feb. 18 and Saturday, Feb. 19, 2011
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. $10 per item, maximum of three items
Phillippi Estate Park, 5500 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota
For more information, 366-1323.
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Historical Society of Sarasota County
Board Members
Jane Kirschner-Tuccillo, President
Linda Garcia, Site/Gift Shop Manager
William Watrous, Vice President
Jorita Stevens, Secretary
Meade Ferguson, Corresponding Secretary
George “Pete” Esthus, Treasurer
Marsha Fottler
Brenda Lee Hickman
Rev. Jim Nilon
Hans Johnsson
Howard Rosenthal
Phil Stevens

Newsletter Editor,
Marsha Fottler

Odd items will
be seen and
talked about
at the
Antiques
Show, Sale and
Appraisal
Event from
Feb. 18-20. See
inside for
details.

Historical Society of Sarasota County
Membership Application
(Memberships are based on calendar year. New memberships after August 1, 2011 are valid through 2012.)
Name(s): ___________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: _____________________________________________________
Phone: _________________ Email: _____________________________________
Renewal: ___

Volunteer special interests: _______________________________________

First time: ___
Individual, $25 __ Family, $40 ___ Corporate, $100 ___

Life, $250 ____

Donation, $_______

Checks are payable to the Historical Society of Sarasota County. Mail to P.O. Box 1632, Sarasota 34230. The
Historical Society of Sarasota County is a not-for-profit 501 (c)(3)corporation.

