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Bidwell-Wood Porch Roof Replaced

Thanks to impeccable work by Sutter Roofing (some of it donated), the porch of the Bidwell-Wood House has a new roof. The
shake shingle material was approved by City of Sarasota preservation expert Dr. Clifford Smith and the funding for the project
came from HSOSC members and friends who generously answered an annual appeal. The shingles, which approximate what was
used on the roof in 1882 when the home was built by a Bradenton carpenter for Alfred and Mary Bidwell, is the same roofing
material that was chosen for the historic farmhouse at Phillippi Estate Park. The repair and replacement of the porch roof is critical
in maintaining the fragile Bidwell-Wood structure. The rest of the roof is going to have to be replaced within the next few years.
Members will gather on the porch of the Bidwell-Wood House porch for the annual meeting and picnic on Saturday, May
10. The metal roof on the Crocker Memorial Church needs cleaning, repair and an acrylic coating that will extend its life for a few
more years. Keeping the Crocker in good condition is essential since we rent it for weddings, music and theater rehearsals as well as
for member meetings and educational events sponsored by HSOSC. Maintaining roofs on these two Pioneer Park historic buildings
is the biggest expense that HSOSC incurs. Site Manager Linda Garcia says donations are welcome.
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Events Expand the Community Outreach of
Your Historical Society
Esteemed historian Dr.
Gary Mormino led a
Conversation at The
Crocker this season that
focused on how World
War II changed the
Sarasota area. He was
joined on stage by
Harold Bubil and Jeff
LaHurd. Conversations
at The Crocker are
chaired by Lynn
Harding and Marsha
Fottler.

Baseball historian and the author of four books on
baseball Ray Sinibaldi, who lives in Venice, was
featured in a Conversation on the impact of Spring
Training on the development of Sarasota. Shown
with Ray, is HSOSC member and Cincinnati Reds
fan, Ruth Burton.
The town’s favorite historian
Jeff LaHurd led a community
conversation in April about
the life and political times of
Sarasota’s longest-serving City
Manage, Ken Thompson,
who is the subject of Jeff ’s
latest book. Jeff remains an
invaluable resource to
HSOSC. We value his help in
educational programming and
we love it when he appears on
stage.

How Sarasota
Became Religiously
Diverse was another
Conversation this
past season.
Participating in the
conversation were:
Dr. Carl Stockton,
Kim Sheintal,
author of the book
The Jews of
Sarasota
Manatee, Treva
Robinson and Ted
Cover. Members are
admitted free to all
Conversations and
guests pay $10 at
the door.
Deborah Walk, HSOSC Advisory
Board Member and Curator of
the Circus Museum and
Historical Resources at the
Ringling Museum, shared
insights about life under the Big
Top with three performers and a
packed house at the Crocker in
December.
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Donations of Time, Talent and Funding Make a Difference
in How We Learn and How We Teach at HSOSC
Bravo and a sincere thank you to: Bill Kleber for chairing the committee
that is upgrading the parking lot, now called the Hitching Post and to Ray
Rogers and Frederick Derr & Co. for donating 12 parking curb
bumpers to the project. Holland Plumbing recently added a water
source at the Hitching Post site and R.E. Johnson added extra lighting
for the parking area.Thank you to Brenda Lee Hickman for organizing
the LeBarge history cruises and to John McCarthy and Harold Bubil
who were the tour guides. Thank you to Sue Blue for the popular
Saturday trolley tours of Sarasota’s historic places, to Jane KirschnerTuccillo for producing Pirate’s Day and to her committee of artists for
staffing the gift shop. Thanks to Margaret Bering for expert gardening,
to Sal Garcia and Peter Piazza for technical support and to Alec
Harding for landscaping help. Thanks to Kate Holmes who maintains
the Web site and keeps us up to date on digital innovations. Meade
Ferguson donates paper goods all year long. Everyone who uses the
kitchen and restrooms is grateful to her. Thank you to Bob and Hope
Black for our new projector.

The family of Bradley Kwenski graciously donated
the funds needed to add stair rails to the front steps of
the Crocker Memorial Church. “My husband Brad
loved history so donations from our children to
improve the Crocker is a wonderful memorial to him,”
said Norma Kwenski. A plaque hangs inside the
Crocker. Pictured are Kendell, Kay, Norma, Brent and
Montana.

Meade
Ferguson, Ron
McCarty and
Diane Esthus
helped organize
and host a
reception for
Life Members
that was held in
the historic
Bidwell-Wood
House.

HSOSC Board Member Bill Watrous has been doing heroic work as
head of a committee that has organized restoration and preservation
work at the Rosemary Cemetery. JSJ Services is doing the highly sensitive
work. Money to maintain this historic cemetery (platted in 1886) comes
from the Rosemary-Doyle Trust and HSOSC is responsible for
distributing the funds for maintenance for this cemetery that is the resting
place of Owen Burns, Harry Lee Higel, John Hamilton Gillespie and
other luminaries in Sarasota’s past. The name of the cemetery is
attributed to Mrs. E.W. Morrill who called it Rosemary for remembrance
after the herb. Thank you, Bill, this is preservation work we can all be
proud of at HSOSC.

of this part of the country.

1260 12th St.
Sarasota, Fl 34232

HSOSC Board Members
Howard Rosenthal, President
Marsha Fottler, Vice President
Greg Dickinson, Treasurer
JoRita Stevens, Recording Secretary
Meade Ferguson, Corresponding Secretary
Linda Garcia, Site Manager
Deborah Bowers
Lynn Harding
Jane Kirschner-Tuccillo
Bill Kleber
Ron McCarty
William Watrous

Kelly Kirschner
and JoRita
Stevens on the
back porch of
the BidwellWood House at
HSOSC Pirate
Day.

At the “Batter Up”
Conversation, Charlie
Huisking, Ray Sinibaldi
and Greg Dickinson.
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Bill Schustik and Rob Davis entertain the crowd
at HSOSC Pirate Day at Pioneer Park.
In the historic Crocker Memorial
Church, historian Hope Black
presented a lecture on the
Forgotten Women of Florida and
their impact on the development
of this part of the country.

