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Changes and Improvements Underway
While you were away over the summer your HSOSC
Board and volunteers were busy instituting some changes
and improvements that will have benefits for members
and for the wider world. The board participated in a
three-part strategic planning session with expert John
McCarthy, who assists non profit organizations to set
goals, streamline committee functions and maximize
talent and facilities You know John from the LeBarge
historical cruises where he is our historian and narrator,
but this man is also respected throughout the state for his
ability to help steer boards and membership
organizations in the direction they want to go.
Thanks to John, we now have a clear and viable
action plan and specific responsibilities to implement that
plan. You will be seeing the results in the months to come,
but this strategic planning session has greatly helped the
leadership of HSOSC develop a strategy for fiscal health
and the development of educational and social programs
that both preserve and promote The Bidwell-Wood
House and the Crocker Memorial Church.
Deborah Bowers and Greg Carlson prepared
and submitted a grant application to the Florida
Humanities Council. The maximum is $5,000 and it
would be a matching grant. It was an arduous submission
process (and everything has to be done online), but the
grant application is in and we’ll keep you posted.
Ramsey Frangie, former board member and
construction expert, is preparing a maintenance
assessment and work schedule along with approximate
costs so that we can systematically address issues with
both historic properties. Something always needs to be
done.
Now when you come to the Crocker Church, you’ll
be sitting pretty. The Woman’s Club of Sarasota
(established in 1913) designed, made and donated
upholstered foam seat cushions, custom made to fit the
pews. They came to HSOSC with the idea and then
made it happen, holding a giant sewing session on the
property in August. Additionally, a community resident
who wants to remain anonymous is donating black-out
shades for the Crocker. Bravo to donors for improvements
at HSOSC.

Joan Tatro of
the Woman’s
Club of
Sarasota shows
HSOSC Board
member
Deborah
Bowers how to
stuff a foam
cushion into its
custom fabric
slipcover. The
Woman’s Club
made and
donated custom
cushions for all
the pews in the
Crocker
Memorial
Church.
Everyone is
truly grateful.

Members of The Woman’s Club of Sarasota work on the new
seat cushions for the pews at the Crocker Memorial Church.
The pews date from 1901 and were built by Peter Crocker
and his friends. They are painted white. The durable
cushions are ivory.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR THE SEASON
Conversations Now in Third Season
Conversations at The Crocker and membership
meetings are held in the Crocker and start at 7 p.m.
Members free and guests $10 for a Crocker Conversation
event. Business meeting just before Crocker Conversation.
October 14: The History of Newtown. James Brown,
Dorothye Smith, Mayor Willie Shaw, Jetson Grimes and
Henry Battie. What is Newtown, how did it come to be
and what were the African-American communities that
came before?
November 11: Challenges to our local environment, past and
present. Jono Miller, Julie Morris. Water, development,
climate, wildlife – we’ll talk about it all.
December 9: Holiday Party. Come and bring a guest. Live
music, holiday food and help trim a tree and admire a
collection of menorahs.
January 13: John Ringling’s life revealed through his
private railroad car, the restored Wisconsin Pullman. Expert
David Duncan rides the rails into the past.
February 10: The Young Turks of Architecture. Based on
Sarasota’s past, they envision the future. Discussion leader
is Harold Bubil, real estate editor of the Sarasota HeraldTribune and lecturer in architecture.
March 10: How Sarasota became a place for jazz. Live
music and lively talk.
April 14: Mable Ringling and her influence on Sarasota. A
lecture by the Ringling Museum’s Deborah Walk.
____________________________________
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SUE BLUE’S FAMOUS SATURDAY TROLLEY TOURS
October 25, November 15, December 6, January 3
January 24, February 14, March 7, March 28, and April
18. $25 per person. Reservations required. Call Site
Manager, Linda Garcia at 364-9076. Hop aboard!
___________________________________________

Cruise into the Past, How Delightful

Private Tour of Ca’ d’Zan with Ron McCarty

Enjoy a floating history lesson when historian John
McCarthy tells the story of Sarasota’s past from the prow
of LeBarge, Sarasota’s popular party boat. Once again
Brenda Lee Hickman has organized a wonderful
Sunday event that combines history and refreshments
with sightseeing. It takes place on Sunday, November 2
from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. The LeBarge departs from
Marina Jack. $40 per person. $50 VIP. Reservations
required. 364-9076. This event always sells out fast.
Another boat cruise tour is scheduled for March.
____________________________________________

Once again HSOSC member Liz Jackson is organizing a
private tour of the John and Mable Ringling residence with
curator Ron McCarty (who is also an HSOSC Board member).
The event takes place on Tuesday, January 20.
Included is the walking tour, which takes you to places that
the general public does not get to see, and then lunch in the
private upper dining area at Treviso, located in the Visitor’s
Center of the Ringling Museum complex. This tour is just for
HSOSC members and their guests. The price is $75 per person
for both the exclusive tour and the luncheon. Reservations are a
must. To book a spot, call Linda Garcia at 364-9076.
Ron McCarty is celebrating his 33rd year at the Ringling
Museum and his private tours are both fascinating and full of
personal history about the town’s most famous couple and the
fabulous home they built on the bay. Ca’ d’ Zan means house of
John in Venetian dialect. An added feature to this tour is a stroll
over to the Charles and Edith Ringling mansion next door on
the bay front. This building is now part of New College.

Crocker Parking Lot
There’s a lighted stairway off the back deck down to
the parking lot now. It was installed over the summer. Now
we need to landscape the area making it more of a park.
Plants and volunteers to put them in the ground are
always welcome. With a bit of work, it could be the nicest
parking lot in town. Thank you to Bill Kleber for
leadership of the project.

MORE EVENTS & PROJECTS. GET INVOLVED!!
Oral History Project Aims to Capture
Memories and Observations

The cozy and
comfortable
dining room
of the
BidwellWood House
is where we
conduct the
one-on-one
interviews
for the oral
history
project.

In keeping with the HSOSC mission to preserve and
educate, the Ordinary Historians Committee was established
nearly three years ago. The intent of the oral history project is
to capture and preserve for our archives the memories and
observations of prominent citizens in the area as well as those
less famous. Our questions to them is always the same: “What
was it like then in this part of Florida?”
The committee includes Lynn Harding, Marsha
Fottler, Hope Black, Ron McCarty, Meade Ferguson
and Joy Faegan who is an HSOSC member and New
College student majoring in history. Joy is a genius with a
video camera. She does the taping and editing. One of the
committee does the interview in the dining room of the
Bidwell-Wood House. Each interview lasts about an hour. The
finished interview is transferred to CDs and given to the
History Center, libraries, and other history and preservation
organizations for their archives.
If we had more people on the committee who could
videotape and interview, we could expand the list of people to
interview and tape. If you have an interest in capturing
memories of people like yourself, please consider joining the
committee.

Brown Bag Book Lunches, New
Program This Season
Love to learn about new books through lectures by authors?
Then you want to be part of the Brown Bag Book Lunch series. It
happens on certain Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m. till 1:30 p.m.
Bring your lunch and enjoy local authors lecture. Book signing and
sale. Drinks provided. Free to HSOSC members, $10 for guests.
No need to reserve a spot, just show up and enjoy. Here’s the
schedule of author talks:
Dec. 17: Bea Hartman, Florida’s Treasures
Jan. 21: Charles Sobezak, The Living Gulf Coast
Feb. 18: Liz Coursen, Shade in the Sunshine State
March 18: Henry Duggan, Silver’s Odyssey
____________________________________

DESIGNER TAG SALE
We only do it every other year and this time it’s Saturday,
November 15 from 9-3 at the Crocker Memorial Church.
This is the best tag sale you’ve ever been to because the custom
items in it have been donated by area interior designers from
their glamorous galleries and private inventories. Expect to see
bolts of fabulous fabrics, high-end wallcoverings, furniture, art,
table decor, toss pillows, lamps, home and garden accessories –
all things beautiful for your Florida home. This year, we’ll also
have a special Holiday table with ornaments and seasonal
embellishments for your December decorating. Of course,
bargain prices prevail on everything. If you love to shop for home
decor items or you need a gift that’s of very high quality, you
must be at the Crocker Memorial Church for this extraordinary
tag sale. Proceeds benefit the upkeep of the Bidwell-Wood House
and the Crocker Memorial Church.
_______________________________________________

High Tea and Plein-Air Painting,
Just Another Day in Paradise
Join HSOSC on Sunday, January 11for high tea inside,
while outside in the garden members of a local plein air artists
group set up their easels and paint the grounds, the Bidwell-Wood
House and the Crocker Memorial Church. It’s a lovely way to
spend a Sunday afternoon from 2-4 p.m. Artwork may be
purchased right off the easels. Reservations a must. $25. Call
Linda at 364-9076.
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BIDWELL-WOOD HOUSE FEATURED ON ABC-7 TV
In September, ABC-7 television reporter Linda Carson and
videographer Bart Dellarmi came to the Bidwell-Wood House
to tape a news segment that took TV viewers back in time to
1884. HSOSC president Howard Rosenthal told the story of
Alfred Bidwell and the Sara Sota Vigilance Committee plot to
murder postmaster Charles Abbe. As Howard noted, this part of
Florida was wild territory where rough justice (and alarming
injustice) prevailed more often than not. The TV spot aired
three times in two days on the evening and morning news.
To get the full Bidwell and Abbe stories and to enjoy a tour
of the Bidwell-Wood House and the Crocker Memorial Church,
stop by or let Linda Garcia know in advance so that she can
make sure an HSOSC docent is available to conduct a guided
tour. Howard is the chairman of the Docent Committee and he
conducts classes to certify docents for the two Pioneer Park
properties.

