SARASOTA COUNTY TIMES II
Creating an awareness of the rich historical heritage of Sarasota County, Florida
July 2020

HSOSC.com

It’s been a year, hasn’t it?
.
We may be in The Great Pause, but alas, the
elements of nature are not

A Letter from our President
The Crocker Memorial Church is in crisis. Today it
endures, but it needs our immediate help to survive.
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This little white wooden church has been subjected to
the brutal Florida climate for over a century. Wood
rots. And the older the church becomes, the more severe the damage done by
heat, water, and tropical storms.
Yes, all old wooden buildings decay. Why save this one? Because since it was
built by Peter Crocker, this church has been a steady feature of life in Sarasota,
first as a house of worship, then as a community center.
Sarasota values this little white church. It has been moved three times to save it
from destruction. It represents both the
pioneer days of early Sarasota and the
ways in which cities and towns can preserve their history.

See pictures of the damage.
Please don’t let it die.

How does the Crocker Memorial Church preserve history? It is one of
the City’s best examples of adaptive and creative use of historic
buildings. It is in use throughout the year, every week, by community groups. Couples marry in the church.
Celebrations of life are held in it. Patrons sit in the pews that Peter Crocker built in 1901 to listen to concerts.
Book groups discuss the latest fiction or old texts. Lectures on Sarasota history are given regularly. Volunteers care
for the flowers on its porch and in the garden next to the church.
The Crocker Memorial Church matters to our community. It’s that simple. And now it needs your help to
undertake major repairs to the very foundation of the building.
Please join the effort to repair and restore the Crocker. Your gift of $50, $75,
$100, $500 -- or as much as you can spare is needed today. You can do so
from our website’s sidebar at HSoSC.com.

Click to be taken to our site and its
Donate button in the right sidebar

Thank you,
Marsha Fottler, President, The Historical Society of Sarasota County
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Here’s Looking (Out) At You, Kid!
One way to participate in our effort to Rescue the Historic
Crocker Memorial Church is to link your name with this
important heritage building by sponsoring a window.
There are only 12. For a donation of $2,000 a plaque will be
placed with your name or the name of a loved one you want remembered. Think of all the people
who have looked through these unique windows over the years since 1901 and how they seen
Sarasota change and grow. Now when you gaze through these windows, you can have the
satisfaction that one of these precious windows is connected permanently to you. Joyce
Waterbury recently made her donation. Thank you Joyce! Who will be next. Only 11 windows
left. --Marsha Fottler, President, HsoSC

He’s STILL Our Hero!
Every year, the Historical Society honors one special person in our county
to be honored as our “Hero of History.” On March 18 2020, Jon Thaxton
was to be feted at our fund-raising event at Michael’s On East... but
Mother Nature, though she smiles upon Jon, had other plans.
We are pleased to announce a new date for this festive luncheon:
Thursday, March 18, 2021. That means Jon gets to be, ex officio, our
reigning Hero for an additional 365 days! Details.

Why Sarasota County Times II?
We’re calling our Historical Society
newsletter Sarasota County Times II
to honor the local newspaper and its
editor, Rose Wilson, who changed the
name of her paper from Sarasota Times
to Sarasota County Times overnight on
June 16 1921, the day the vote on forming
Sarasota County out of this portion of
Manatee County was counted.
“HURRAY FOR SARASOTA
COUNTY!”
“That’s what the June 16, 1921,
headline of the rechristened The Sarasota County Times announce trumpeted,
announcing the momentous news of the formation of Florida’s newest county.
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“For some time, the small communities which made up the southern portion of
Manatee County — Sarasota, Osprey, Venice, Englewood, Miakka and Manasota —
had been disgruntled by the terrible condition of their roads, and the manner in which
their tax dollars were being spent.
“A great deal of money went north to the Manatee County coffers, not so much was
distributed back in the form of public improvements.” — Jeff LaHurd Read Jeff’s full
article
Perhaps in this day and age, we should be calling it Sarasota County Times 2.0
instead? Let us know if you think that would be a better choice!
Read more.
Learn about what’s planned, county-wide, for the Centennial in 2021.

In the Spotlight
Any nonprofit is composed of many moving parts, and most of those parts
are people. We’d like to shine the spotlight on one of our, literally, most
moving of parts: Norma Kwenski, a valued and loved volunteer.
Here’s what Marsha Fottler, our President, had to say about Norma:
Norma Kwenski is the volunteer that every organization wants to call their
own.
She’s the one who arrives early, stays late and will do anything that needs
attention from weeding the garden, to taking ticket money at Conversations,
ironing tablecloths, washing dishes, to hostessing at the Holiday Party and
bringing homemade deserts with her.
Norma is always so “on the job” that if I arrive at Pioneer Park for an
event and don’t see Norma, I assume I’ve made a mistake and come on the
wrong day.
Read more about Norma in Marsha’s own words.

ICYMI
That acronym stands for In Case You Missed It... and we wouldn’t want you to miss
a thing. So here’s some highlights from recent activity:
Pantry recipes from The Great Pause: These were popular daily posts on our Facebook page.
Diane Esthus, Esteemed Advisory Board Member, asked for the Salmon Patties recipe.. Read it
on Facebook.>>
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Back in January, we introduced HSoSC to a lot of new folks by having an
“Ask Me Anything” gathering hosted by Barnes & Noble Booksellers on
Tamiami Trail. We had so much fun, and people loved the opportunity to
ask questions about the county, that the bookstore invited us to hold
another event at their new location near University Town Center. Details to
follow, as soon as we can safely gather once again.
Cyber Seniors: How to Use Facebook If you’ve hesitated to view Facebook, our County library
system has made a 20-minute video all about it. Remember: you can join FB and never post
anything. Posting’s optional, telling the public who you are or adding your picture is not
required... and if you have a FB account, you can follow the Historical Society, view past
information, even just look at all the pretty pictures we post at HSoSC’s Facebook page.
Do you follow us on Facebook? We post funny, inspirational, and informative info often. Like this
article on Independence Day trivia for your next (real or virtual) gathering!
Welcome New Members!
We’d had so many new members join us in 2020. In this issue
we’d like to thank those who became members in January:

Connie Cantor
Alita Chrisman
Kay Delios
Gramercy Capital Management - Joan Lappin
Roberta Hamilton
Catherine Hegarty
Robert Koski Family
Sue Ann Miller
Sherry Panico

Clyde Rutledge
Sue & Gary Scheiwe
Mark Sellner
Barbara Sharpless
Stephen Stroik
Ruth Wade
Mary Welfel
Marilyn White
Karen Wilson
Barbara & Milton Wood

Going Forward:
What does the future hold? Watch for more online information as we all make history in our brave
new world. Follow us on Facebook, our website and our blog and even Pinterest. We’re always
Creating an awareness of the rich historical heritage of
Sarasota County, Florida

